Neoregelia carolinae (Beer) L. B. Smith, Contr. Gray Herb. 124: 9. 1939.

Desc from S&D

Leaves about 20 in a broadly spreading rosette, 40-60 cm long; 

Sheaths large, broadly elliptic, entire or slightly serrulate toward apex, sparsely and minutely dark brown-lepidote; 

Blades ligulate, broadly acute or rounded and apiculate, 25-35 mm wide, subdensely serrate with spines 1 mm long, glabrous above, minutely and obscure​ly lepidote beneath, the outer wholly green, the inner with their bases brilliant red. 

In​florescence deeply sunk in the center of the rosette, many-flowered; 

Outer bracts broad​ly ovate, acute or apiculate, whitish, membranaceous, minutely serrulate toward apex. 

Floral bracts oblong, rounded and apiculate, slightly exceeded by the sepals, entire, membranaceous, whitish, sparsely lepidote or subglabrous; 

Pedicels to 7 mm long;

Flowers to 4 cm long. 

Sepals strongly asymmetric, rounded and apiculate, 24-28 mm long, connate for 5 mm, green, glabrous; 

Petals acuminate, more than half connate, dark blue; 

Stamens included, highly adnate to the petals; 

Ovary ellipsoid, 10 mm long, 5 mm in diameter, whitish, epigynous tube evident; placentae subapical.

Neoregelia caro1inae forma carolinae
Bromelia carolinaeBeer, Bromel. 29.1856.

Billbergia carolinae hortus Van Houtte ex Beer, Bromel. 29. 1856; nomen.

Guzmania picta hortus ex Beer, Bromel. 29. 1856; nomen.

Billbergia meyendorffii Regel, Bot. Zeitung, 15: 713. 1857. Type. Hortus St. Petersburg s n (LE). 

Nidularium meyendorffii (Regel) Regel, Gartenflora 8: 266, fig. 5-8. 1859.

Karatas carolinae (Beer) Antoine, Phyto-Icon. 52, pI. 31. 1884.

Karatas meyendorffii (Regel) Antoine, Phyto-Icon. 54. 1884; as to basionym only.

Nidularium carolinae Lemaire ex Baker, Handb. Bromel. 9. 1889; nomen.

Bromelia rhodocincta Brongniart ex Baker, Handb. Bromel. 11. 1889 (fide Mez).

Regelia meyendorffii (Regel) Lindman, Oefvers. Kgl. Vet. Akad. Forhandl. 47: 543. 1890 (combination not made by Lemaire in 1860 as cited by Mez).

Aregelia carolinae (Beer) Mez, DC. Monogr. Phan. 9: 74.1896.

Aregelia marechalii Mez in Pflanzenreich IV. Fam. 32: 43. 1934. Type. Hortus Berlin s n (B, destroyed ?).

Leaf-blades conco1orous, not striped.

Type. Hortus Berlin s n (holotype B, lost ?), received from Van Houtte without locality.

Distribution. Rainforest, sea level to 1200 m alt, Bahia (?), Rio de Janeiro and Guanabara, Brazil.

BRAZIL. Bahia: without locality, Porte s n in hortus Morel (P). Rio de Janeiro: Maua, Aug 1896, Ule 4132 (CORD, R); Serra dos Orgaos, 1927, Luetzelburg 20115 (M); Teresopolis, Serra de Cavalo, 30 Oct 1929, Brade 9845 ? (R, US); Surui, 7 Aug 1939, Foster 31-A (OH); Barreira, Teresopolis, 10 Dec 1948, Duarte & Pereira s n (RB); old road below Petropolis, 10 Apr 1952, L. B. Smith & Mus R 6458 (US). Guana​bara: Rio de Janeiro, Gaudichaud 368 (P); Corcovado, Glaziou 15491 (BR); Quinta da Boa Vista (cultivated ?), Glaziou 16445 (P).

Neoregelia carolinae (Beer) L. B. Smith forma tricolor (M. B. Foster) M. B. Foster ex L. B. Smith, Phytologia 15: 186. 1967.

Neoregelia carolinae var tricolor M. B. Foster, Bromel. Soc. Bull. 3: 29. 1953.

Leaf-blades longitudinally striped white, rose and green. 

Type. Foster 2831 (holotype US), cultivar in Florida since 1944, collected Dec 1953.

Distribution. Known only in cultivation.

Aregelia marechalii Mez in Pflanzenreich IV. Fam. 32: 43. 1934. Type. Hortus Berlin s n (B, destroyed ?).

Desc in Mez 1935

9. A. Marechali (Hort. Mak.) Mez, nov. comb. 

Nidularium Marechali Hort. Mak. ex Bak. Bromel. (1889) 9, nomen. 

Regelia Marechali Lindm. in Ofvers. Akad. Holm. 1890, 543. 

Folia submulta dense sed nullo modo utriculatim rosulata, super vaginam paullo longe angustata subensiformia, cet. bene linearia, apice mucrone manifesto imposito anguste rotundata, spinulis multis margine denticulata, utrinque glabra laete viridia, praesertim subtus nitidula, ad 0,3 m longa et 30 mm lata. Inflorescentia inter folia intima colore miniato lucide a basi ultra medium picta apice subito viridia profunde nidulans nec

in cratero omnino occlusa, bene corymbosa, subpauciflora, simplicissima; bracteis florigeris ellipticis, apice rotundatis, integerrimis, sepala ad ¾ aequantibus. Flores pedicellis ad 8 mm longis stipitati, violacei, ad 30 mm longi. Sepala 23 mm longa, basi ad 4 mm connata, lobis anguste ellipticis, subacutis, glabris, paullo asymmetricis. Petala per anthesin sub-erecta, optime acuta, ultra medium connata. Antherae ad 7 mm longae.  Ovarium ad 9 mm

Heimat unbekannt, wahrscheinlich Brasilien. Der vorigen uberaus nahe werwandt, aber beim Vergleich der lebenden Exemplare schon durch die abweichende Farbung der inneren Blatter verschieden. Nur kultiviert bekannt; ich habe die Art vom Berliner 

Bot. Garten erhalten.

Key in Mez

Inflorescentia emergens floribus haud immersis; petala acuta.

"    Folia intima cyathidium involucrantia tota coerulescenti- purpurea  A. Carolinae.

" " Folia intima cyathidium involucrantia miniata, apice abrupte viridia  A. Marechali.

Translated by Butcher

Leaves several dense but not at all forming a rosette utriculum, above the sheath somewhat long narrow almost sword shaped, otherwise clearly linear, tip clearly narrow rounded with a mucron, with many spines on the edges, both sides glabrous bright green, especially shiny underneath, to 0,3 m long and 30 mm wide. Inflorescence between the inmost leaves that are shiny scarlet coloured at the base suddenly green above the middle coloured tip deeply nidular not wholely hiiden in the crater, clearly corymbose, somewhat few flowered, simple; floral bracts elliptic, tip rounded, entire, to ¾ as long as the sepals. Flowers stipitate with pedicels to 8 mm long, violet, to 30 mm long. Sepals 23 mm long, connate to 4 mm from the base, lobes narrow elliptic, subacute, glabrous, a little asymmetric. Petals around anthesis suberect, exceedingly acute, connate to above the middle. Anthers to 7 mm long.  Ovary to 9 mm

Habitat unknown, probably Brazil. The previous mentioned is closely related, but the comparison of dead material with living examples shows the different colour of the inner leaves. Only known from cultivation; I have the species in the Berlin Bot. Gardens. 

Key in Mez

Inflorescence emerging, flowers not at all immersed; petals acute.

"    Leaves involucral of the inner cyathium totally bluish-purple          A. Carolinae.

" " Leaves involucral of the inner cyathium scarlet, top abruptly green  A. Marechali.
